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Pre-schools step up
to help families
during pandemic

Parenting workshops, fee rebates and
home-learning kits among initiatives

PARENTS DILEMMA

Some of them worry
(about their children
getting Covid-19) but
stillneed to send them
toschool because
they need towork...
But theyalsoworry
thatwhenthey're not
inschool, it affects
theirdevelopment
and they're not
getting the learning
theyneed.Soit'sa
dilemmaforthemand
that'swhere the stress
comesin.

b

NFC CHILD ENABLING EXECUTIVE
SYUHADA MOHAMED HASSAN, on
families facing financial difficulties.

Amelia Teng
Education Correspondent

i As the Covid-19 pandemic drags
: on, several pre-schools are mov-
: ingtohelp familiesin need.

NTUC First Campus (NFC) is

! startingamental well-being initia-
i tive catering to low-income fami-
¢ liesfromnextyear.

Ms Louisa Chng, NFC’s chief

¢ child support officer, said it plans
i to engage a consultant to design
¢ the programme, that will include
i counselling sessions for parents.

The group will also be starting

¢ parenting workshops next year in
¢ health and nutrition, mental well-
! being and supporting children
¢ with developmental needs.

Its team of learning support edu-

i cators will curate digital resources
: like videos and activities for par-
i entstoknowhow to help their chil-
i drenwithlearningneedsathome.

These efforts build on NFC’s ex-

isting work that has intensified
: dueto Covid-19.

The group’s child enabling exec-

i utives — whose role is to support
: children and their needy families
¢ - have been even more active in
: supporting their emotional needs
i and connecting them to social ser-
: vices, said Ms Chng. “As aresult of
i the rapport built with these fami-
: lies, many of them have reached
i out to our child enabling execu-
i tives during this crucial period.”

Ms Chng said NFC noticed a dip

¢ in attendance of children from
i needy families. Some 63 per cent
: and 51 per cent of them were in
i schoolin Augustand September re-
: spectively, down from 81 per cent
i inJanuaryand 74 per centin April.

She said: “These children are the

: most vulnerable, therefore we
i track attendance very closely to

ensure that we can work with com-
munity partners such as Family

¢ Service Centres and Child Protec-
i tive Services to render support to
: these familieswhennecessary.”

To this end, NFC’s Bright Hori-

¢ zons Fund has channelled about
¢ $2.4 million this year to bridge the
i income and learning gaps made
: worse by the disruptions of the
i past two years. For instance, more
: than 4,200 children attending
: NTUC pre-schools have received a
: one-time top-up of $400 to their
i Child Development Account
: (CDA) thisyear.

Nearly 3,000 families whose
children are in NTUC pre-schools
have also received sponsored

: NTUC membership, which allows
i them to benefit from financial and
: employment support.

Other pre-schools have also pro-

¢ vided more financial support to
: familiesinneed.

Global EduHub, which runs pre-

i schools Mulberry Learning and

Little Green House, has handed
out more than $120,000 in fee re-
bates to needy families under
their care thisyear.

Ms Marini Khamis, senior direc-
tor of the PAP Community Foun-
dation’s (PCF’s) pre-school man-
agement division, said it will con-
tinue to help defray pre-school
fees for those in need.

Under its PCF Enhanced Head-
start Fund, eligible families pay
monthly fees of no more than
about $5 for kindergarten, about
$10 for childcare and about $100
forinfant care. About 10,000 fami-
liesbenefit each year.

Apart from financial aid, Eton-
House Community Fund (ECF)
has sent hundreds of home-learn-
ing kits and fun packs with books
and learning materials to needy
childrenin the past two years.

Ms Bipasha Minocha, group
brand and marketing director of
the EtonHouse Group, said the
ECF has also provided children
from over 200 families with 121
laptops and almost 200 Wi-Fi de-
vices to access home-based learn-
ing and connect with social work-
ers during this pandemic.

Last year, the ECF also part-
nered the Education Ministry and
the Community Foundation of Sin-
gapore to top up the CDA of about
1,300 pre-schoolers.

The pandemic has been disrup-
tive for Madam Zhu Su Qing, 36,
and her husband, who are both
hawker assistants.

Their monthly income was cut
several times when they had to
stop work — twice when their
nine-year-old daughter’s school-
mates tested positive for Covid-19,
and another time when the owner
of the hawker stall they work at
contracted the virus.

Their youngest daughter, six, at-
tends NFC’s My First Skool centre
in Boon Lay, and their older chil-
drenare in primary school.

But with help from NFC, Madam
Zhu said she does not worry about
her daughter’s school fees. She
has also applied for sponsored
NTUC membership and can get
discounts when buying groceries.

“The school has helped us a lot.
So I only worry about their home-
work and meals when no one is su-
pervising them at home,” she said.

NFC child enabling executive
Syuhada Mohamed Hassan said
most of the 35 to 40 families she
helps face financial difficulties due
tojoblosses, and they have trouble
engaging children meaningfully at
home without digital devices.

“Some of them worry (about
their children getting Covid-19)
but still need to send them to
school because they need to
work... But they also worry that
when they’re not in school, it af-
fects their development and
they’re not getting the learning
theyneed,” she said.

“So it’s a dilemma for them and
that’swhere the stress comes in.”
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